
  
                                 Around town

REVIEW by Lou Jones

It was a Monday night but the Exeter Phoenix 
auditorium was packed. Not surprising given 
Reg D Hunter’s regular television appearances 
on shows like 9 out 10 Cats and Have I Got News 
For You, and his headline status on the comedy 
circuit. 
He was appearing on stage after a break from 
stand-up with some fresh material to test out. 
It wasn’t a well-oiled comedy night or glitzy big 
bucks appearance and there were no support 
acts. 
The sparse stage area and the expectant 
audience looking over it gave an intimate, spit-
and-sawdust atmosphere. 
The audience was expecting Reg to open their 
ears, minds, and entertain. Truly in the spirit of 
this year’s eclectic Vibraphonic Festival line-up. 
When the man himself sauntered on stage the 
atmosphere took on another dimension. With 
the seating facing down onto his stark position 
on stage, Hunter’s thespian flair was striking. 

His pacing and use of voice sometimes gave 
the impression he was delivering a dramatic 
monologue, until he slipped in the stinging 
punch lines. 
But his style was also conversational. Like 
meeting a friendly stoner at a party, he was soon 
talking about a recent break-up, marijuana, a 
recent trip back home to his native US and the 
Obama fever he’d encountered. His take on 
Barak Obama was that, “the system will change 
the man before the man changes the system”. 
There were some good laughs from the first 
half although a few pauses for thought made it 
evident that this was a routine still being worked 
out. But Hunter’s relaxed style meant that it 
didn’t hinder his delivery or the audience’s 
enjoyment. 
Things were more relaxed in the second half, 
with the stand-out moment being a riff on the 
Fritzl incest / dungeon case that was belly laugh 
funny but also made a sly point about news 
agendas.
Hunter’s story-telling knack was used to explore 
the issue of date rape until he threw in a killer, 
tongue-in-cheek punch line. It was so smooth I 
was left playing mental catch-up while everyone 
else fell apart.  
He tackles touchy, political issues with 
intelligence, humour and zero preachiness. 
Thoughtful riffs on men and women – you could 
imagine him ruminating from a large couch 
smoking a jazz cigarette – don’t cross the line 
into stereotype or crudity...just. 
Reg could be the perfect comedian for these 
nervous times, when it pays to be aware but 
keep it all in chilled perspective. E

Summer time and the living is easy
Our hot picks and hot spots for June to August

>>Event 
Beautiful Days festival: Escot Park, Ottery St Mary. 21st – 23rd August. www.beautifuldays.org

A boutique-sized event organised by the 
Levellers that’s much closer to the spirit 
of traditional, non-corporate festivals 
of yore. Take a tent, escape the rat race 
and play at being a happy hippy among 
a friendly, mixed-age crowd. Irish rabble-
rousers the Pogues will be headlining this 
year, the Levellers never miss their own 
party and Hawkwind will be filling the air 
with a psychedelic rock freak-out. It’s set 
in the beautiful grounds of Escot Park, just 
a short drive from Exeter, and there’ll be 
gallons of local Otter Ale to get you in the 
spirit. 
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“He tackles touchy, political issues with 
intelligence, humour and zero preachiness” 

>>Outdoors
Beaches: Hop on a train at St David’s Station 
and within 20 minutes you’ll be taking in the 
old-school seaside delights of Exmouth, Dawlish 
or Teignmouth. Pebbly Sidmouth is also a short 
bus ride away.
Cycling: The Bike Shed, 163 Fore Street, EX4 3AT. 
Tel. 01392 426 191. www.bikesheduk.com. The 
flat pathways running parallel to the River Exe 
are a Mecca for cyclists of any ability. Follow the 
river all the way to the Exe estuary and the South 
Devon coast.

Haldon Forest Park: Kennford, EX6 7XR. Tel. 
01392 832 262. www.haldonforestpark.org.uk. 
Head away from the heat and into the cool 
glades of this nearby forest just off the A380.  
Trails cater for anyone from the cycling mentalist 
to the causal walker.  
Paddling: Saddles and Paddles, 4 Kings Wharf, 
EX2 4AN. Tel. 01392 424 241. www.saddlepaddle.
co.uk. Re-enact Hawaii 5-O as you paddle away 
from laughing onlookers at the Quay and head 
towards the Double Locks pub. Ducks may 
overtake you but you’ll have earned your pint 
at the end. 
Shakespeare in the Park: Exeter Northcott, 
Stocker Road, EX4 4QB. Tel. 01392 493 493. 
www.exeternorthcott.co.uk. An annual event 
run by the Northcott Theatre, this has become 
a city institution. Enjoy a picnic and a bit of 
Bard amidst the moated Northernhay gardens. 
Contact the theatre for further details.
>>Bars
Angel Bar Café: 32 Queen Street, EX4 3SR. 
Tel. 01392 432 611. The friendly vibes of this 
European-style bar and eclectic music puts it in 
a class of its own. There’s an emphasis on cool, 
laid back grooves and it stays open nice and 
late. 

Exeter Phoenix: Brandninch Place, Gandy 
Street, EX4 3LS. Tel. 01392 667 080.
www.exeterphoenix.org.uk. A decked terrace 
area means you can sip a cool cider outside 
while staying close to all the cultural action. 
From art displays to community radio station 
Phonic FM, there’s always something happening 
here. 
The Imperial: New North Road, EX4 4AH. Tel. 
01392 434 050. When the sun shines students 
head like lemmings to its expansive beer garden, 
overlooked by rollin’ Devon hills. Just down the 
hill from the uni campus and cheap as chips. 
The Old Fire House: 50 New North Road, EX4 
4EP. Tel. 01392 277 279. www.oldfirehouse.co.uk. 
This stylish and welcoming old building has 
loads of character, live performances, cheap 
wine and nice grub. Stays open until the wee 
small hours but does get packed so get there 
early.
Queen Victoria: 32 Queen Tudor Street, EX4 3BR. 
Tel. 01392 413 633. A proper boozer that’s well 
frequented by the local student population. The 
dark, woody interior, hearty grub and popular 
quiz night make this place a home from home. 
>>Music
The Lemon Grove: Cornwall House, St Germans 
Road, EX4 6TJ. Tel. 01392 263 511. www.
exeterguild.org/lemon. Venue for indie artists 
on the rise. The ‘Lemmy’  comes into its own 
as a late-night venue on Fridays and Saturdays 
(8pm-2am). Fightstar play on 4th May and De La 
Soul on 2nd June.
The Cavern Club: 83-84 Queen Street, EX4 
3RP. Tel. 01392 495 370. www.cavernclub.co.uk. 
A rite-of-passage underground club. Skinny-
jeaned musicians can often be spotted hovering 
around the entrance. Upcoming gigs include In 
Case of Fire on 12th May and Loefah on 26th 
June. 
Exeter Corn Exchange: Market Street, EX1 
1BW. Tel. 01362 665 866. www.exeter.gov.uk/
cornexchange. Mainstream venue at the top 
of Fore Street. Soul fans can see Mica Paris on 
22nd May or get the girls together for an Abba-
tastic singalong when tribute band Bjorn Again 
appear on 20th June.  
Timepiece: Little Castle Street, EX4 3PX. Tel. 
01392 493 096. www.timepiecenightclub.co.uk. 
Head up the cobbled hill to a buzzing nightlife 
sanctuary that offers respite from the city 
centre. The main dance floor plays indie on 
Thursdays, urban on Fridays and it’s one big 
party on Saturdays. 


